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Promoting Religious Knowledge among 
the Poor; | 
This SERMON is, 


With all Eſteem and Reſpect, inſcribed 
and dedicated, by 


"ot e and 


willing Servant, 


for Cur1sT's Sake, . 


T. Jones. 


3 


2 COR. V. 14. 
The Love of CHRIST conflraineth s. 


by 1 T is a material Defe& in all the 


8 9 8 Syſtems of Morality which have 
been left us by the heathen Sages, 


that, however beautiful and lovely 
they have painted Virtue to the Eyes of 
Men, repreſenting her Precepts as very con- 
ducive to their trueſt Intereſts; yet © how to 
perform that which is Good they find not: 
They convince us, it is true, of the Reaſon- 


ableneſs and Neceſſity of moral Goodneſs, 


but furniſh us with no Power or Principle, 
whereby to reduce their Precepts into Prac- 


tice. They leave Mankind the ſame poor, 


helpleſs Creatures they find them; con- 
vinced indeed, that univerſal Obedience is 
juſtly due from a Creature to his Creator, 
enamoured with the Charms of Virtue, 
making many a feeble Effort towards the 
Practice of it, but ſo tied and bound with 


the Chains of a corrupt and depraved Na- 
B ture, 
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ture, that when they would do Good, 
e Evil is preſent with them.“ 
Nor are the Schemes propoſed to us by 


the Sons of Infidelity in our own Times, leſs 
diſcouraging. They have nothing to offer in 


exchange for the Goſpel of Cn ist, that will 


at all ſecure the Glory of Gop, or produce a 
moral Change in the Hearts of Men, That 
evil Bias our Natures have recewed, continues 
ſtill an inſuperable Difficulty, how refined 
and well digeſted ſoever their Syſtems are. To 
give Mankind the Power as well as the In- 
clination to pleaſe-G o p, and to ſerve him 


acceptably, is the ſole Prerogative of his own 


Revelation. What all the Syſtems of Men 
could not accompliſh; the chriſtian Diſpen- 
ſation hath moſt happily effected. That 
bleſſed Book, the BI BLE, not only acquaints 
us with our natural Sinfulneſs and Miſery, 
but alſo points out to us the Means and Me- 
thod of Recovery; ſhews us on whom our 
Help is laid, and diredts us where to apply 
for Strength and Grace to carry every good 
Purpoſe into Execution. Real Chriſtianity 
inſpires the Soul with a vital Principle, 
e the Practice of Virtue and Good- 


neſs, 
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neſs, ſo hard to Nature, is made 11 * 
delightful. e N e 


Such a Principle as this the Apoſtle refers 
to in our Text: He had gone through many 
Hardſhips for the Goſpel's Sake, had met 
with many Difficulties, was expoſed to ma- 
ny Dangers, and held in Contempt by the 
wiſe and prudent of the World, for making 
the great Profeſſions he did, and for ſub- 
mitting to ſuch Inconveniencies as his mi- 
niſterial Labours brought upon him. But, 
ſtrange and infatuated as he and his Aſſo- 
ciates appeared in the Eyes of carnal Men, 
they were actuated by the nobleſt Principle, 
namely, a Principle of Love and Gratitude to 
their dear Redeemer. This it was that made 
them ſuperior to every Difficulty, and cauſed 
* every Mountain to become a Plain” before 
them: The Love of CHRIST conſtraineth 


57 


Us. 


In my further Diſcourſe on theſe Words, 
I intend to inquire, 


I. What we are to underſtand by the 
Love of CuriIsT. 
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1 II. How the Love of CurisT may be _ 
| to conſtrain us. And, 


| 
| 
' 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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III. What the Love Cuxlsr conſtrains 
| us 70. | | 


And then, in the laſt Place, I ſhall con- 


clude with an Application ſuitable to 
the preſent Occaſion, 


| te And may the Words of my Mouth, and 
| te the Meditations of all our Hearts, be now 
e and ever acceptable in thy Sight, O Loxp, 
| * our Strength, and our Redeemer !” 


I The Generality of Interpreters underſtand 
this . in two Senſes. 


| 1/t, As referring to the Love of CHRIST to 
his Church, and 2d, as expreſſive of a Love 
of CyR1sT implanted in the Heart of the true 
Believer. 


We will therefore conſider the Expreſſion 
1 in both theſe Senſes: And firſt, as referring 
if to the Love of CHRIST to his Church. How 
great this Love was will appear, if we re- 
flect to what unſpeakable Miſery Sin had 
ryguced Mankind. In Adam we all died.” The 


| Igniquity 
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Iniquity of our firſt Parents, with all its 
Guilt and Aggravation, was charged upon 
their Poſterity ; nor was their Guilt imputed 
to us only, their finful and corrupt Nature 
is alſo. imparted to all their Deſcendants. 
„ Behold, I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in 
e Sin hath my Mother conceived me,” faith 
the Pſalmiſt .. By one Man's Diſobedi- 
* ence, many were made Sinners,” faith 
the Apoſtle to the Romans, v. 19. And, not 
to multiply Proofs, (eſpecially to this Aſſem- 
bly) we read in the 12th Verſe of the ſame 
Chapter, © By one Man Sin entered into the 
* World, and Death by Sin; and ſo Death 
“ paſſed upon all Men, We that all have 
* ſinned.” Indeed the Scriptures are full of 
this important Truth, and the whole Scheme 
of our Redemption goes upon this Suppo- 
ſition ; namely, that Man is a guilty, fallen 
Creature, and ſtands in need of a Saviour 
to reſcue him irom Miſery and Deſtruction. 


Whoever finds himſelf unwilling to be- 
lieve this Scripture-Doctrine of Original 
din, need only examine his own Heart, and 

WT take 


* Pfal. li. 5. 
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take a View of what paſſes there, how great 
an Averſion to Gop and Goodneſs, how 
ſtrong a Propenſity to all that is Evil, how 
cloſe an Attachment to this preſent World, 
and he will be ſoon convinced, he carries 
about him a very clear, though a very me- 
lancholy Proof of the Truth of it. Men are 
Strangers to this Truth, becauſe they do not 
attend to it, becauſe they will not turn their 
Eyes inward. 'They flatter themſelves their 
Hearts are not ſo bad, and deſperately wick- 
| ed, as the Word of Gop repreſents them to 
it be. 


1 For the Heart of Man is like ſome ſtag- 
| nant Lake, which, though full of putrid 
| Filth, yet in calm ſerene Weather, when the 
| Soil is ſettled at the Bottom, preſents a Sur- 
| 


face that looks like Clearneſs and Tranſpa- 
| rency ; reflects the oppoſite Sun, the Ele- 
| ment, and neighbouring Trees, and would 
| paſs on the unwary Spectator fer pure and 
| wholeſome Water : But let the Air around 
| it be put itito Motion, and its Waters be 
| diſturbed and agitated by a gathering Storm, 
| and ftrait it loſes its agreeable Aſpect, the 


| Filth ariſes and overſpreads the Surface, and 
the 
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the Beholder views it in its proper State *. 
Thus the Heart of Man, in his natural 
State, appears to others, nay to the Man 
himſelf, as quite devoid of that ſpiritual 
Filth and Corruption the Book of Gop 
charges upon it. While all goes on to his 
Wiſh, or while Conſcience is lulled aſleep, 
the Sinner views not himſelf in his native 
Deformity. He fancies himſelf poſſeſſed of 
many Virtues, and from a Diſcovery of ſome 
amiable Qualities, he imagines his Heart to 
be a purer Fountain, than it is repreſented 
to he in Scripture. But let Afflictions befal 
him, let Temptations aſſault him, and make 
an Attack upon his Paſſions, eſpecially let the 
Spirit + of Gop awaken him to a Senſe of 
his Sinfulneſs and Danger; and immediately 
Corruption begins to riſe, unholy Tempers 
ſhew themſelves, unbridled Appetites and un- 
mortified Luſts ſtrive hard for the Maſtery, 
and threaten him with a total Overthrow : 
Then 1s the Sinner experimentally convinced 


of the Truth of that Scripture, © the 4 Wick- 
ed are like the troubled Sea when it cannot 


B 4 e ret, 


* This Thought is not my own. I am indebted for 
it toa very worthy Clergyman in the Weſt Country, by 
whom I heard it introduced in an excellent Diſcourſe, 

+ See Rom, vii. 9. I Ifai, lvii. 20, 
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ce reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and Dirt.” 
This, then, is the State of Man, poſſeſſed 
of a ſinful and depraved Nature, far gone 
from original Righteouſneſs, and unable of 
himſelf to pleaſe his great Creator. 


Involved in this Guilt and Wretchedneſs, we 
were expoſed to the Penalties of a broken Law, 
and obnoxious to the Wrath of an offended 
Gop. To deliver us from this complicated 
Diſtreſs, the eternal Gop, of his own mere 
Mercy and Goodneſs, was graciouſly pleaſed to 
find out a Way, whereby all his glorious Attri- 
butes might harmonize in the Redemption 
and Recovery of ſinful Man. This Re- 
demption was effected by his only begotten 
Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesvs CHRIST. 
This truly comfortable Method of Salvation 
was revealed to our firſt Parents ſoon after 
their Fall; repeated to the Patriarchs ; was 
delineated to the Jewiſh Church in all their 
various Ceremonies and Sacrifices ; and more 
clearly predicted by the Prophets. And, in 
the Fulneſs of Time, fince ſo great was our 
Miſery, that nothing ſhort of Omnipotence 
could effect our Cure, this * * Almighty | 
© WorD leapt down from Heaven, out of 

„his 
* Wild, xviii, 15. 
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* his Royal Throne, into this our benighted 
World. Wherever this Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs appeared, he diſperſed the Clouds of 
Ignorance and Error. 'This Captain of the 
Hoſts of the Lorp dealt deadly Havock 
among our ſpiritual Enemies, and opened 
e the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers.” 
When we conſider how great this. Man 
CnxisT JEsus was, in the Glory he had en- 
joyed before all Worlds, we cannot ſurely 
but acknowledge it was wondrous Love that 
brought him hither. 


Contemplate the bleſſed Redeemer of Men, 
as ſurrounded with Cherubim and Sera- 
phim, and all the Hoft of Heaven, and 
then view the meek and lowly Jesvs, chear_ 
fully ſubmitting to veil his Divinity and 
Godhead in a Tabernacle of human Fleſh, 
and contented to become a deſpiſed Man for 
our Sakes and for our Salvation. Con- 
template him as fitting in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, infinitely happy in his own Per- 
fections, and having all Creatures at his Con- 
trol, and then conſider Him © who endured 
e ſuch Contradiction againſt himſelf.” Con- 
fider him, who ſhall one Day come with 

| tremendous 
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tremendous Pomp to judge the World, 
ſtanding as a Malefactor at a Tribunal of 
his own Creatures, In ſhort,” behold him 
going about doing Good, diſpenſing Health 
and Life to all he met with; ſubmitting 
chearfully to Hardſhips and Reproach, pro- 
claiming Pardon and Salvation to a guilty 
World, working out a complete Salvation 
for all his true Diſciples, by an exact and 
univerſal Obedience to the divine Law which 
they had broken, and by ſuffering himſelf to 
be put to Death on the Croſs ; and then let 
us ſay, whether we have not abundant 
Reaſon to admire and adore the Love of 
Cur1isT. How ſtrong an Idea muſt we form 
of our SAviouR's Love, when we conſider, 
that by what he hath done and ſuffered for 
us, a complete Atonement is made for all 
our Sins, our Pardon purchaſed by his Blood, 
together with Grace and Power to live to the 
Glory of Gop, and an eternal Inheritance 
reſerved for us in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
It was ſurely a © Love that paſſeth Know- 


_ « ſedge” that moved him to bear our Load, 


and to ſuffer the Puniſhment due to our 
Sins and Tranſgreſſions. For we read in 
| ; the 


Socte TY for promoti ngReligious Knowledge. 1 5 
the Fifty-third of Iſaiab #, « The Lokp hath 
e laid on him the Iniquity of us all.“ | 


Again, when we obſerve how conſtantly 
this Love of CHRIS to his Church has exerted 
itſelf, ſince he hath not only purchaſed her 
with his Blood, but hath guarded and pro- 
tected her to this Day, watched over her 
with amazing Care and Tenderneſs, and 
promiſed to be with her always even unto 
the End of the World ; we cannot but adopt 
the Apoſtle's Prayer +, © that we may know 
* the Love of CHRIST which paſſeth Know- 
ee ledge;” and ſay with him, 4 © CurisT 
ce alſo hath loved us, and hath given himſelf 
* for us an Offering and a Sacrifice to Gop, 
* for a {ſweet ſmelling Savour.” 


Would any ſincere Chriſtian have his 
Views of our SaviouR's Love enlarged, let 
him only recollect the Time when he lived 
in his Sins unrepented of, at a Diſtance 
from the Gop of his Salvation, the Sport 
of every Temptation, the Slave of Satan, 
borne down by a Torrent of ſinful and un- 
ruly Paſſions, and then let him inquire if 

it 


© Yer. 6. + Eph. iii. 19. t Eph. v. 2. 
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it was not wondrons Love, which took pity 
on him in that deplorable Situation, plucked 
him as a Brand out of the Fire, awakened 
him to a Senſe of his Danger, and upon his 
humble Application for Mercy, flew to his 
Relief, and ſpoke Peace to his guilty Heart. 


. Long as I have dwelt on this Particular, 
I cannot prevail upon myſelf to leave it, 
without acquainting the poor thoughtleſs 
Sinner, if any ſuch be here, that this Love 
of CHRIST is free for him, ready to be ma- 
nifeſted to his unworthy Soul, will he but 
repent and turn to Gop. O hear, and 
would to Gop you might obey, his gracious 
Invitation. * Come unto me, all ye that 
00 labour, and are heavy laden, and I will 
« give you Reſt,” Laden your Conſciences 
are, and heavily too, with the Weight of 
Sin unpardoned : What guilty Fears, and 


diſmal Apprehenſions of Death and Judg- 


ment will, at Times, thoughtleſs as you are, 
break in upon you! Apply then, I beſeech 
you, to this dear Phyſician of Souls, and he 
will heal you: If you are but willing to be- 
come his Diſciple, he, like the Sun in his 
meridian Glory, will diſpel the Clouds that 


hang 
* Matth. xi. 30. | 
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hang around your Heart, will burſt through 
your Nature's ten-fold Night, and intro- 


duce Life and Light, and Peace and Joy. to 
your enn Soul. 


We are in the next Place to conſider the 
Expreſſion in the Text as denoting a Love 
of CurisT implanted in the Heart of the 
true Believer. The real Chriſtian, ſenſible 
how much he is indebted to rich redeeming 
Grace, cannot but feel a Principle of Grati- 
tude ſtir within him. A Love to his dear 
Redeemer is ſhed abroad in his Heart, and 
his Beloved appears in his Eyes, The 
ce faireſt among ten Thouſand.” This it is 
that makes the Service of Gop to be perfect 
Freedom ; the Paths of Holineſs no longer 
ſeem rugged and unpleaſant, but he de- 
lighteth in the Law of his Gop. For, be it 
obſerved, that this Love of CHRIST, the Be- 
liever experienceth, 1s not a mere Rapture 
of animal Paſſion, but a ſolid operating 
Principle wrought in the Heart by the Spirit 
of Gop, and inclining the Poſſeſſor of it to 
the Love and Practice of every Thing that is 
Good and Praiſe-worthy. This gives Wings 
to his Obedience, and makes him eager to 
perform his Maſter's Will. 

This 


* 
— — 
» -. - 
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This is the Diſpoſition of a Child of Gon. 
The“ Upright {ve thee,” ſaith the Church; 
and again, + ** Tell me, O thou whom my 
* Soul hoveth, where thou feedeſt.” Under 
_ the Influence of this divine Principle, the 
Chriſtian, though conſcious of a thouſand 
Imperfections, can ſay with the Diſciple, 
« LoRD, 4 thou knoweſt all Things, thou 
te knoweſt that I love thee.” Here then is one 
peculiar Excellency of the Goſpel Scheme, in 
that it doth not, like human Syſtems of 
Morality, require Brick without Straw, but 
furniſhes the true Believer with Power over 
his Corruptions, and Strength to obey the 
Commandments of Gop. The Grace of 
God, or Love of CaRIsT in the Heart, be- 
ing a powerful Spring and Principle of all 
holy Obedience. 


Which leads us to inquire, 


II. How the Love of CyrIsT may be ſaid 
to conſtrain us. The Word we render con- 
ftrain ſignifies, to have a Perſon entirely in 
one's Power, and to carry him wherever we 
will; and, by the Love of CurisT © con- 
e ſtraining us,” we are to underſtand a pow- 

| erful 
* Cant, i. 4. f Ver. 7. John xxi. 15. 
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erful Principle in the Chriſtian's Soul, ſweetly 
ſubduing the Corruptions of his Heart, and 
bearing him away in the Practice of every 
Golpel Duty. And the Paſſage is para- 
phraſed in this Senſe by the lear ned Doctor 
Hammand * on the Place. 


Not that we are to imagine the Spirit of 
Gop does Violence to our natural Powers, 
or makes mere Machines of Men : No, he 
deals with us as with rational Creatures, and 
addreſſeth himſelf to the Faculties of our 
Minds. Truths are preſented to the Under- 
ſtanding; which being enlightened, and the 
Judgment ſettled, the Will is ſecured on the 
Side of Holineſs, and the Affections are 
made to follow. The Love of CHRIST gently 
inclines the Will, and ſweetly conftrains the - 
Soul to all Acts of holy Obedience. And by 
this bleſſed Principle, far ſuperior to every 
Motive human Syſtems furniſh, the Diſciple 
of CHRIST is carried on, and like ſome gal- 
lant Ship, wafted by Winds and Seas, © arrives 
* at the Haven where he would be.” 


Thus 


* Doctor Hammond's Words are theſe; „Our Love 
to CHRIST founded on his to us, hath us in its Power, 


„ to make us do whatſoever it will have us.” See alſo 
Leigh's. Crit. Sacr, in verb. 
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Thus what human Schemes can never ac 
compliſh, in that they have no Power over 
the Heart of Man, what the Law cannot 
do, in that * it is weak through the Fleſh; 
the Love of CHRIST, a ſupernatural and di- 
vine Principle rooted in the Heart, fails not 
to produce, Actuated by this, the Chriſtian 
follows not a Round of Duty with Irkſome- 
neſs and Diſguſt, as ſome heavy Drudgery ; 
but eſteems it his Privilege, to walk in the 
Paths of Gop's Commandments. It is his 
Meat and Drink to do his heavenly Father's 
« Will.” Sin is his Grzef and Burden; nor is he 
at any Time fo truly happy, as when he enjoys 
Communion with his Lorp, and is enabled 
to glorify him in a Life of Holineſs. A 
War is declared in his Heart againſt the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil; and it is 
the Defire of his Soul, to fight manfully un- 
der the Captain of his Salvation. 


Are your Minds then ſet upon Righte- 

« ouſneſs, O ye Congregation, and do ye 
« with to practiſe the Thing that is right, 
O ye Sons of Men?” Do you long to be 
delivered from the Bondage of Corruption, 
and to be tranſlated into the © Liberty of 
« the Sons of Gop?” Look up to him in 
fervent 
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fervent Prayer and Faith, that he would im- 
plant this bleſſed Principle, this Love of 
Cnx1sT in your Hearts, that you may 
* adorn the Doctrine of Gop our Saviour 


« in all Things.” 


But we are to inquire, 


III. What the Love of CurisT conſtrains 
us to. The Love of Cur1sT, or the ſaving 
Grace of Gop in the Heart, is an active, 
practical Principle, leading the Perſon influ- 
enced by it, into the Obſervance of every Duty 
relating to Gop, our Neighbour, or our- 
ſelves. The Particulars of which, it is 'not 
to be expected, I ſhould now enlarge upon. 
Suffice it to remark, that in vain do Men 
talk of the Goſpel, and experiencing the 
Love of CaRIsT, if their Lives and Conver- 
ſations correſpond not with the Profeſſions 


they make. 


I mention this, becauſe there a are many in 
theſe Days who have much to ſay for Goſpel- 
Truths, _ make great Pretenſions to the 
Love of CnRISsT, but for want of proper 
Fruit in their Conduct, too often bring 
Reproach on our moſt holy Faith. The 
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th Sith i, Med 655 ſanguine Tempers and 
ong Paſta, Hi Vork themſelves up to 

a certain Pitch, an from an exfraordinaty 
Flow of 8 pirits, Aich may be actoufited for 
. are led to faney tkemſelves 
the Favourites of Heaven, and aſſuredly 
poſſeſſed of the Love of Citkisf: And, if 
there be ſomething of an animal Affection to 
the Perſon of our Saviour, excited by 
hearing of his Love to Mankind, the Per- 
ſuaſion will be ſo much the ſtronger ; and it 
is no uncommon. Caſe, to fee the Perſons 


above deſcribed, impelled by fiery Zeal, 


Bitterneſs of Spirit, elf. ſuffeleney and Con- 


ceit, Spiritual Pride, Attachment to Syſtem 
and Party, and many unholy Tempers di- 
rectly repugnant to the Religion of the meek 
and lowly JIxsus. Now the Love of CHRIST, 
truly and properly ſo called, goes much 
deeper: It is not a Notion in the Head, or 
a mere Impulſe on the Paſſions, but a ſolid 
Principle of Holineſs, ſeated in the Heart, 
and influencing the Life and Converfation. 
And. a Man may be an utter Stratiget to thoſe 
Senſations ſome. Perſons of ſanguine Tem- 


pers experience, and yet be undoubtedly 
conſtrained to Holineſs of Life by the Love 


CnRIS Tr. 
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That — may be aſſured he 3 is led by 
this divine Principle, the Deſire. of -whoſe 
Soul is to the Redeemer's Name, and who 
makes it his Study to glorify him in a pious 
and holy Life. For * the Grace of Gop 
& hath appeared unto all Men, teaching us, 
« thatdenying Ungodlineſsand worldly Luſts, 
ewe ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 

* godly in this preſent World.” So that the 
Love of CuRISH conſtrains the actual Poſ- 
ſeſſor of it into all Acts of Piety and Hohneſs 
towards Gop ; teaching him to reverence his 
ſacred. Name, his Word, his Ordinances, his 
Day, and. holy Will and Pleaſure ; and en- 
abling him to wait on the-Logp in frequent 
fervent Prayer. With regard to himſelf, it 
makes him concerned to keep a conſtant 
Watch over the Appetites of his Body, and 
the Tempers of his Mind, that hebe not 
* overcome of Evil.” With reſpect to his 
Neighbour, this heavenly Principle admo- 
niſhes him to keep a Conſcience. void of 
* Offence;” to obſerve a decent and quiet 
Submiſſion to Authority; to be ſtrict and juſt 
in all his Dealings; to render to all their 
Dues; to be particularly conſcientious in the 

C 2 Diſchargs 


* Titus ii. 11, 12. 
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Diſcharge of every relative and ſocial Duty. 
Whatever be the true Believer's State of Life, 
he conſiders himſelf as placed therein by his 
beloved Loxp and Maſter, that he may 2 
rify him in his Generation. And without a 
peculiar Attention'to theſe Things, Religion 
is no more than a Name. For © herein, 
faith our Saviour, © is my Father glorified, 
« that ye bear much Fruit, ſo ue 10 be * 
15 ar avg 


Moreover, the trae Diſciple of tho Bleſſed 
Jesvs; conſiders himſelf as indiſpenſably 
bound to live in Charity with all Men, eſpeci- 
ally to love all thoſe who own the Loxp Ixsus, 
however diſtinguiſhed by Names or Parties. 
Not confining his Affection to any particular 
Set of Men, but to let his Love be unlimited 
and uncircumſcribed, like that of hrs hea- 
venly Father, who © cauſeth the Sun to 
te ſhine-on the Evil and on the Good, and 
« ſendeth Rain on the Juſt and on the Un- 
juſt.“ He will alfo think it incumbent on 
him, to bear with the Infirmities of his Bre- 1 
thren, and to cheriſh a Spirit of Forgiveneſs 
and Love, even to his bittereſt Enemies, 


meekly poop. to ORGY and Reproach, 
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and patichtly bearing the Croſs of CnRIST. 
He will make it his Study to do all the Good 
he can, both to the Bodies and Souls of Men 3 
to their Bodies, by contributing to their 
Neceſſities, and giving them all the Re- 
lief the Providence of Gop ſhall bleſs him 
with Ability for. Eſpecially will it be the 
Delight of his Heart, to render every Ser- 
vice in his Power to the immortal Souls of 
his Fellow-Sinners. Senſible what Bleſſings 
himſelf hath found, he will long to commu- 
nicate them to others alſo; like one, who, 
lately preſerved in Shipwreck, and ſafely 
landed; on ſome hoſpitable Shore, looks out 
for his Friends and Brethren, who are till 
tols'd on the tempeſtuous Ocean, * buffeting 
the Waves, and expoſed to the mercileſs 
Fury of the Storm; throws out a Signal, 
and endeavours to draw them to the happy 
Spot where he has found Shelter and Secu- 
rity. 


And this leads me to conclude with an 
Application fuitable to the preſent Occaſion. 


Actuated, we truſt, by the Motive in the 
Text, the preſent SociETY embarked 
in their laudable Deſign to promote the 


C4. Glory 


a 1 
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Glory of 'G'oD,” and the eternal Welfare 
of their Fellow-Creatures. Beholding with 
Concern the Deluge of Wickedneſs that 
overſpread their Country, they were con- 
Arained to ſtand forth and'plead the Cauſe of 
Cur1sT, againſt the prevailing Iniquities of 
the Times. The principal Objects of their 
Charity, are the Poor and Ignorant, amongſt 
whom they make it their Buſineſs to diſtri- 
bute Bibles, and other Practical Books. And 
when we conſider how much theſe Perſons 
ſtand in need of ſuch Helps, and that the 
Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome are but too 
ſucceſsful in poiſoning the Minds of the Ig- 
norant and Unwary, all good Men cannot 
but e this excellent 1 nſtitution. 


This SocrteTy confiſts of Miniſters, and , 
private Chriſtians of different Denominations; 
and by a happy Extinction of Parties, they 
agree to leave all lefſer Differences, and firmly 
unite in promoting the Cauſe of Religion and 
Virtue. And it is amazing to think, how 
the good Providence of Gop hath ſmiled 
upon their Attempts. They have met with | 
great Succeſs among their poor and ignorant 
Brethren, not only in this City and Suburbs, 
but alſo in many other Parts of the King- 


dom; 
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dom: Nor is their Charity confined to this 
Nation only, our American Plantations par- 
take of their Bounty, and many poor Ne- 
groes abroad, who were Strangers to the 
Goſpel of Cuxis r Jxsus, are now ſending 
up Praiſes and Thankſgivings to Almighty 
Go, for the Benefit they have received from 
this Socix rv. It is now above Eleven Years, I 
think, ſince this Socix r was firſt eſtabliſhed, 
in which Time they have diſtributed upwards 
of Ninety-two Thouſand Bibles and other Reli- 
gious Tracts. Not unto us, O Lok p, 
* not unto us, but unto thy Name give 
de Glory, for thy Mercy and for thy Truth's 
« ſake.” 


Such being the Nature and the pee o of 
this Socixry, they hope you will not deny 
them your charitable Help and Aſſiſtance. 
They beg, in Behalf of Thouſands of your 
poor Brethren, that you will leave ſomething 
behind you towards carrying on this Work 
* and Labour of Love.” Contribute chear- 
fully, if in your Power, and give with a 
willing Mind ; nor fear the Bread you caſt 
upon the Waters ſhall be loſt, for you ſhall 
find it again after many Days. 
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"Haring thus briefly acquainted you. with 
che laudable Intentions of the Charity, and 
ſolicited your kind Aſſiſtance, ui you in- 
dulge Me with a few Minutes, while, with 
all Heference and Reſpect, beg Leave to 
offer a Word of Advice to the Members of 
this ne b : 

1 ne 1: 

And i in the fef Place, my. bes 7 3M 
thren, let the Conſideration of the Goodneſs 
of Gon, in bleſſing our feeble Attempts with 
ſuch wondrous Succeſs, excite our Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs. How can we but adore the 
Riches of divine Goodneſs, in employing 
ſuch unworthy Creatures, and making one 
Poor Sinner his Inſtrument to the Conver- 
ſion of another? To Him be aſcribed the 
ans and the Praiſe. 


adh. Let our Succeſs 8 animate us 

to perſevere. Diſcouragements we muſt ex- 
ke. but the Gon whom we ſerve reigneth 
over all. Reproach is the conſtant Attendant 
upon thoſe Schemes which tend to promote 
the Intereſt of Religion ; but let us be of 
good Courage, and remember that, in ſuch a 
Cauſe, Reproach is our greateſt Honour. 


3dly, 
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zaly, Let us be often putting up our 
Prayers to the Gop of all Grace, for the 
Continuance of his Bleſſing on this our In- 
ſtitution, and that He would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to own our Endeavours to the Salva- 
tion of many Souls. 


Laſily, Let us be particularly careful, my 
beloved Brethren, of our own Lives and 
Converſations ; be 1t our Study, not only to 
ſpeak but to live for CurRIsT. With how ill 
a Grace ſhall we offer Inſtruction to others, 
if our Lives contradict the Profeſſions we 


make ? Let our own upright and exemplary 


Conduct be a Comment on the Books, we put 
into the Hands of our poor Brethren : Let 
us convince the World we have been with 
Jesvs, © by ſhewing forth his Praiſe, not 
* only with our Lips but in our Lives. ” 
And, as many as walk according to this 
«© Rule, Peace be on them and Mrxcy, 
* and upon the Trae! of Gop.” Amen. 
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PRoMoTING "Foe Kn OWLEDGE 
AMON THE POOR, 


HAT the Deſign of the Society is, 

to diſtribute Bibles; Teſtaments, and 

he good Books, which may be judged 
uſeful, gratis, among the Poor; and parti- 
Ry to ſend ſuch Books to ſuch Miniſters 
entlemen in the Country, as the So- 

IK may have Reaſon. to believe will faith- 
fully diſtribute them among thoſe that moſt 


need them, and may be moſt likely to im- 
prove by them. | 


II. That this Charity be carried on by a 
Quarterly Subſcription of the Members, and 
ſuch other Contributions as well-diſpoſed 


Chriſtians may aſſiſt the Society with from 
time to time. 


III. That 
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III. That every Subſcriber be defired to 
attend the Meetings of the Society, and ſhall 
have the Liberty, in his Turn, to direct the 
Diſpoſal of as many Books as the Society 
ſnall think proper. 


IV. That when Books are ſent to any Mi- 
miſter or Gentleman in the Country, it will be 
expected from him, that an Account of the 
Diſpoſal of them be delivered to the 


by the Perſon that recommended him. 


V. That no Books be received as Gifts 
unto, or purchaſed to be given away by the 


Society, without the aunanimous Conſent of the 


Members thereof at their Quarterly Meetings. 


Theſe who are 2 * to encourage this De en, 
are defired to ſend their Contributions to either 
of the Gentlemen undermentioned. 

4 TW 


The Reverend Mr Mapan, Southampton-Row. 
The Reverend Dr CHAxDIER, Old-Jewry.. 
The Reverend Mr SrENNETT, Hatton-Garden. 
The Reverend Mr G1nnows, Hoxton-Square. 
The Reverend Mr Tromeson, St Mary-Axe. 
Mr Benjamin ForritT, Leadenhall-Street. | 
Mr EpwarD NICKLIN, in the Cloiſters, Smithfield, 
Mr Tromas Hormes, Newgate-Street. 
Mr Tromas FiELD, Cheapſide. 
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The Namrs and Numer of the Books g 
Promoting Religious Knowlec 


Large Bibles — 
Small Bibles — 
Large Teſtaments 
Small Teſtaments 


Shower on Time and Eternity — — 
Baxter's Call to the Unconverted — 
Allein's Alarm to the Unconverted — 
Zaneway's Token for Children 
Reynalds's Compaſſionate Addreſs — 
The ſame in French — — 
Proteſtant's Reſolution againſt Popery 
Dr Watts's Scripture Hiſtory — — 
Prayers for Children 
Songs for Children — — 
The ſame in Welch — — 
Pſalms RY CO — — 


Hymns 


againſt Intemperance 


Firſt Catechiſm — 
—— Second Catechiſm — 
Toms's Humble Attempt, &'c. — 
— - Swearer's Monitor — — 
—  S$abbath-breaker's Monitor 


againſt Impurity — — 
Dr Dadaridge on Family Religion 


— Riſe and Progreſs of Religion 


Henry's Pleaſures of Religion — — 


Patrick's Devout Chriſtian 
Scudder's Daily Walk — 


Addreſs to the Soldiers and Sailors — 
Perſuaſive to obſerve the Lord's Day 
Religious 'Tradeſman — = — 
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